A recentDes Moines Registepll finds that 69% of lowans believe that a governmisstied ID should be presented in
ordertovote. § ®Pd | Yl 22NARGEe 2F L2gtyQa al & (K Sessuédidenyficaticd2 G S NJ
cardo ST2 NB Ol a iHaviidrunlon thelisbue @féctibiintegrity, | find this informatiortimely. House Study Bill

93, which addresses this very issue, was assigned to thiséiState Government Committee this week. HSB 93 does the
following to addresgoncerns with the integrity of our election processes.

Voter Verification:Ensures that registered voters are who they say they are when they vote and that they vote only once.
This applies to currently registered voters ashaslabsentee ballots.
1. RequirelD of all voters at polling sitedlzda S SEA&aGAY 3 L26F S5NAISNRE [ AOSya
who havethemanday S¢ | yR FTNBES L5 G2 € LigSuedDsSvil Be2piodded 6 K 2
RequirelD number on all absentee ballot requestRequests without ID numbers will be returned to voter to
revise, and then sent back in.
2. Election officials verify signatures, with the signature presumed to be valid unless obviously signed by someon
else.
3. Foms a revolving loan fund to enable counties to deploy electronic poll book systems in all precincts and
update electronic poll book data security. IDs will be scanned on the electronic poll books.

Shoring up voter confidence related to absentee votingdavoter registration

1. /| NB I (efrliebtiy @S (2 NBIjdzSaide F2NI Iy o6aSydsSS orfttz2d |
The requests would not be filled until the ballots are ready, about 45 days before a general election. Presently
voters can mail an absentee ballot requestANY TIME, even years before an election. This causes confusion,
and often times those forms are misplaced before the ballot is ready to be sent.

2. Moves thelatestdate to request arabsentee ballot by mail to 1days before election.
This moves the nil@d-in request time frame to accommodate current postal office delivery standards.
Presently, the deadline is the Friday before the election, making it impossible to get the ballot to and from the
voter before the polls close on Election Day.

3. Cancels voteregistration of people who swear on jury questionnaire they are not U.S. citicansently, if it is
proven that someone who is registered to vote in lowa is not a citizen of the state or the country, nothing
happens to their voter registration status.

Improvedtransparency in election administration:

1. Establish poselection audits to affirm the results or illuminate problems that need to be addressed.
2. Require county auditors to certify their completion of mandated election training, logic and agydests, and
publications. Copy of certification filed with county and state.

Historically, lowa has not had many instances of voter fraud. Opponents of Voter ID laws argue this is reason enough tha
L2¢l Qa @20Ay3 aeaidSyY R2§ilowadvants o EBian alstdté wittkd most Sedure lelectiofsg S
then changes proposed in HSB 93 are needed to protect election integrity.

One of the biggest benefits resulting from HSB 93 is the increase in use of electronic poll books across théastp
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have benefited from its securitits ease of useand the speed and accuracy of results. Thé wosnplement the system

can be burdensome fahe remaningsmaller countiesvithout poll books, st1SB 93 sets up a revolving loan fund to help

with the initial expenses of enacting the systeriwVith technology todaylowans should have confidence in their elections.
HSB 93jives lowans assurance that our election system is fair and clean.
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Healthcare Professionals Recruitment and Retention

AtthA & 6 S S| Q apreBszanferdidtée GIAR. Terry Branstad, Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds and lowa Department of
Public Health Director Gerd Clabaugghlighted a program, known as The Primary Care Recruitment and
Retention Endeavor (PRIMECARRE)horized by the lowa Legislature in 1994 to strengthen the primary health
care infrastructure in lowatsbasic functions to assiswith providing finawial assistance to health professionals
who practice in underserved areas around the state.
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recruitment and retention of health care professiogal Ay £ T2 dzNJ O2 N SNE CNR YL X¢é
experience as the former President of Des Moines University, | know if you do your residency in this state, you
FNBE Y2NB tA1Ste G2 aidle KSNB®E

Since 2011, lowa has invested $1.1 million in ERIMRREIhe program provides twygear loan repayment of
$30,000%$50,000 for health professionals who practice in underserved aré€bs.program also enjoys an 81%
retention rate of health care professionals who accept fundigéigible providers includehysicians specializing

in pediatrics, geriatrics, psychiatry and family medicidon-physician health care professionals who would be
eligible for funding include dentists and registered dental hygienists, psychologists, social workers, counselors,
psychiatric nurses and more.
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exchange for practicing in communities with diminishing health care services and provide them with
opportunities to inprove access to and availability of cai&utwhat isunique about PRIMECARRE is that it is
available to many different health care professionals who are not physicigms.evidence of the retention of

health care professionals demonstrates the sucée$s KI @S Ay AYONBlFaiaAy3d | O0Saa

PRIMECARRE applications are accepted annually through a Request for Proposal (RFP) process. The RFP pa
posted each fall on the lowa Department of Public Health website and in the lowaGrants.gavg-undi

Opportunity Search and Grant Management System. Contracts begin each January with approximately 8

12 successful applicants.

For more info, contaddoreen ChamberliPRIMECARRE Program Coordina@{515) 3217487.

Another valuable resource ssnongofit organizationcalled
3RNet. Theifocusison people and communitielsy connecting
health professionals searching for jobs in rural or underserve

areas with health care facilitiesTo learn more, visit

’ < -
https://www.3rnet.org/locations/iowa ¢ National Rural Recruitment

! and Retention Network

~

A quick search dtttps://www.3rnet.org/searchopportunities
shows current job openings for a wide variety of healthcare professionals in and arou28l Hidr more
information on this resource, contastatie Jerking 515-423-2690
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Veterans Affairs Committee moves HF 131

House File 131 passed the House Veterans Affairs Committee by a unanimous vote this week. The bill will
Fdzi K2NAT S RA&A0dzNBSYSy G a T NP Yordeda fornS af Sobsing a@sistartcdNfira (i
veterans.

The Veterans Commission will still need to vote affirmatively (as they do with all disbursements) to use the
Y2ySe Ay GKAA gl e&d ! YyRSNI GKS o0Aff X Y2ysadSoirerfaNBR Y (1K
housing assistance for homeless veterans (as defined in federal code), payment of rental deposits and applicati
fees, and reimbursement of costs for getting records needed to obtain rental housing (birth certificates, etc).

Veterans must raet specific income and asset guidelines to qualify for trust fund assistance. The veteran and
their family must have less than $15,000 in liquid assets and have a household income below 200 percent of the
Federal Poverty Guidelines. Specific types oktmste have a lower qualifying asset level. These requirements
were put in place to prevent over utilization of the fund and to ensure it helps those most in need.

The lowa General Assembly has determined areas of eligible expenditures for lowa veatematisef trust fund:

Travel expenses for servicelated medical care

Unemployment or underemployment assistance due to servwidated causes

Job training or tuition assistance

Assistance with vision, hearing, dental care, durable medical equipment,rasdription drugs
Counseling and substance abuse services

Emergency vehicle and housing repair

Transitional housing in an emergency

Emergency room and ambulance transportation assistance

Funding to determine whether a deceased veteran is the fatherather of a child

Funding for family support groups

DN} yia F2NJ LINPGARAY3A K2y 2NJ 3dzZk NR aSNBAOSaE |G O
Matching funds to veterans service organizations to provide for accredited veteran service officers
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House File 131 would add the specifipés of housing assistance enumerated above to the list of eligible
expenditures. Applications to the trust fund can be found hét&s://va.iowa.gov/media/4ef36eceb984436F
8e33-e4932f4469c5

lowa Tax Refunds

With tax season underway, retailers have begun to offer incentives for tax filers to use tax refunds at their store:
Every return is different, so processing times will vafp check the status of a refund, visit
https://apps.idr.iowa.gov/wheresmyrefund/GetRefundStatu¥ou will need tase the same information from your
return: Social Securitjumber, taxyear, and refund anount.

The lowa Department of Renue recommendwaiting at least75 hours for a submitted electronic retuemd 6
weeksfor a paper returrbefore using KSNBEQa aé wSTFdzy RKo
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Chucking the Political Party Checkoff

House File 242 (formerly House File 6 that | fihsed the House 654 on Wednesday. The @liminates he
political checkoffrom the lowal040income tax form. Under current law, taxpayei(and spouseganeach
designate up to $1.50 to the lowa Elections Campaign Flihtd money comes directly out of the state general
fund and goes into the political pdies.

| am aware that th@mount of savings to thEeneralFdzy’ R A a {$65{D00 KvagIhs fiscal note from thisar
and| have anothefiscal note of $110,000 from the year previgQuReducing waste, fraud, and abuse of taxpayer
money is somethingdampaigned on andfirmly believe that taxpayer dollars should not be going to pay for
political campaignsThe bill has been sent to the Senate for their consideration.

lowa 1040 Tax Checkoffs

In a related story, there arstill five othercheck2 ¥ ¥ Qa G K| (i niributeltdlo® tBeltFowallD4y forth 2
Taxpayers may voluntary contribute any of the following checkoffs in boxes 57a, 57b, 57c¢, and Bihse
note that you may contribute to any of the checkoffs regardless of whether you are entitled to a refuraiver
additional taxes, but your contribution will reduce your refund or add to the amount you oweur
contribution will qualify as a charitable contribution on your 2017 return if the return is filed during the 2017
calendar year. If you file an amendesturn, you cannot change your contribution.

57a. Fish and Wildlife Funar Chickadee CheckoffTaxpayersnay contribute any amount of $1 or more to the

lowa Fish and Wildlife Protection Fund. Your contribution through this checkoff is the primary stgdowa's
Wildlife Diversity Progranwhich monitors, researcheand manages the state's nongame species of wildlife.
According to the Natural Resource Commission policy, 100% of the money donated to this program goes to the
Wildlife Diversity ProgramTo learn more:http://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/WildlifeStewardship/Non
GameWildlife/Inside-Wildlife-Diversity/Howis-DiversityFunded/Chickade€heckoff

57b.lowa State Fair Foundatioor Corn Dog Checkoffany amount of $1 or morenay be designatetb this

fund. The proceeds from this checkoff will be added to other sources such aslgifégions and bequests to be
used by the lowa State Fair Blue Ribbon Foundation to fund capital projects and improvements to property on
the lowa State Fairgrounds:or more informationhttp://www.bluer ibbonfoundation.org/

57c.FirefightergVeterans Trust Fund Note thatthe amounts contributed to the joint Fire Fighter
Preparedness Fund / Veterans Trust Fund checlidffbe split evenly between these two funds.

The HrefightersFund will be used tdrain lowa's firefighters. The money collected will be used to offset the
financial burdens that many fire departments deal with when it comes to ensuring their firefighters are
adequately trained in all facets of emergency resporiBee Veterans Trust Rd assists veterans with job
training, expenses related to facility or-abme care, individual or family counseling, and other services.

57d.Child Abuse PreventianYou may contribute any amount of $1 or more to this fund. Proceeds will go to
support the lowa Child Abuse Prevention Program, which funds crisis and rebpdeare parent education,
child sexual abuse prevention programs, and young parent suppoiearn more, visit:
http://www.pcaiowa.org/getinvolved/checkoff-child-abuse/
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lowa Wildlife Posters Available

You can suppoit 2 & Wil@lige by orderingone or morebeautiful speciespecific postes. ¢ KS a4 S mMc € EH n ¢
are$10and include shipping and handling. If you wish to pickrthg from the DNR office, they are juk8.
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The poceedsfrom the postershelp supportthe DNR wildlife diversity fund. To order, call the DNR atB15
8200 or pick up at the Wallace Building, 502 E. 9th, Des Moines.

Always looking t@ncouragethe next generationi 2 | LILINBE OA | {, the dofesslarerée todowd Rt A TS
educators They are also free t@x preparersdue to theinterest they create in donating to theolitical
OKSO12FF GKIG Aa @LFLAfrofS 2y L2661 Q& mnnn F2NXO

0A ciitical funding source for the wildlife diversity program is adexiuctible donation on your state taxes. The
donation is called th&ish and Wildlife Furdd { y2 ¢y LJ2 LJdzf | NI & -2 BT @K S[ 1ad KADF It
R2Y I 0SR 62dzi PmoHZann® [/ dZNNBydafe 2yte Foz2dzi KIEF
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Be sure to talk to your tax preparer @it the Fish and Wildlife FundAs with all charitable contributions, these
dollarsare dRdzOG A 6 £ S ¥ NB Y AWfénstolledt&igoNirzatly to thecdfversivy program.

Whathappens to those monies within the DNR?

Through research, habitat development, education and special projects that reintroduce threatened or
endangeredsp@A Sa > L2¢F Qa RAGSNBAGE LINRPINI Y LINRPGSOGa @dz
species commonExamples of projects include: monarch butterfly monitoring, greater prahiieken

restoration efforts in southwest lowa, acoustic surveys for laetd much more.More than 1,000ifferent

species obirds, reptiles, insects, mammals and amphibians, rely on wildlife diversity initiatives in the state.
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