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This week, Governor Branstad signed forty bills into law.  A brief rundown follows.  To get more insight on a 

particular bill, visit https://www.legis.iowa.gov/ .  From there, type SF for “senate file” and HF for “house file”, 

followed by the number in the BILLS box...HF52 is shown as an example in the diagram below. 

 

Senate File 438:  an Act relating to bidding and contracting for public improvement projects, making penalties 

applicable, and including effective date and applicability provisions.  This bill passed the Iowa Senate on March 9, 

26-21 and the Iowa House on April 4, 57-41.  

  

Senate File 413:  an Act relating to statute-of-repose periods for improvements to real property and including 

applicability provisions.  This bill passed the Iowa Senate on March 8, 32-16 and the Iowa House on March 21, 57-

39.  

  

House File 517:  an Act relating to offensive and dangerous weapons, and the justifiable use of reasonable and 

deadly force, including carrying, possessing, transferring, and acquiring weapons, the purchase and regulation of 

such weapons, providing penalties, and including effective date and applicability provisions.  This bill passed the 

Iowa Senate on April 4, 33-17 and the Iowa House on April 6, 57-36.  

  

Senate File 250:  an Act establishing a notification requirement for mammogram reports to patients, and 

including effective date provisions.  This bill passed the Iowa Senate on March 14, 49-0 and the Iowa House on 

April 4, 96-2.   
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House File 475:  an Act relating to the use of a straight wall cartridge rifle to hunt deer and including 

penalties.  This bill passed the Iowa House on March 13, 96-0 and the Iowa Senate on April 3, 49-0.  

  

House File 568:  an Act relating to pari-mutuel wagering, including horse and dog racing medication requirements 

and the applicability of certain setoff procedures to advance deposit wagering operators and including effective 

date provisions.  This bill passed the Iowa House on March 14, 93-0 and the Iowa Senate on April 5, 50-0.  

  

Senate File 373:  an Act relating to service in the national guard and reserve components of the armed forces, 

including applicability of reemployment protections, and military justice jurisdiction and statutes of 

limitation.  This bill passed the Iowa Senate on March 8, 49-0 and the Iowa House on April 4, 98-0.  

  

Senate File 355:  an Act relating to municipal utilities, by restricting the regulatory authority of the Iowa Utilities 

Board with regard to certain services, and authorizing city utilities to require deposits for gas or electric services 

for residential rental properties.  This bill passed the Iowa Senate on March 9, 48-0 and the Iowa House on April 

3, 96-0.  

  

House File 572:  an Act relating to employment services programs administered by the Department of Workforce 

Development by modifying the membership requirements and duties of the Iowa Workforce Development Board 

and authorizing the Department to carry out unemployment insurance systems modernization, making 

appropriations, and including effective date provisions.  This bill passed the Iowa House on March 21, 88-9 and 

the Iowa Senate on April 3, 49-0. 

  

House File 542:  an Act relating to eligibility requirements for individuals claiming unemployment insurance 

benefits in consecutive benefit years and including effective date provisions.  This bill passed the Iowa House on 

March 20, 58-39 and the Iowa Senate on April 4, 29-21. 

  

House File 541:  an Act relating to licensed real estate professionals and real estate disclosure statements.  This 

bill passed the Iowa House on March 27, 98-0 and the Iowa Senate on April 5, 50-0. 

  

House File 533:  an Act relating to disqualification from eligibility for unemployment benefits and including 

effective date provisions.  This bill passed the Iowa House on March 20, 97-0 and the Iowa Senate on April 4,  

42-8. 

  

House File 471:  an Act relating to election precinct boundaries and consolidations.  This bill passed the Iowa 

House on March 8, 97-1 and the Iowa Senate on April 4, 43-7. 

  

House File 441:  an Act relating to the use of child labor in laundry occupations.  This bill passed the Iowa House 

on March 20, 94-3 and the Iowa Senate on April 4, 47-3.    

 

House File 52:  an Act relating to the criminal offense of interference with official acts and certain county-

provided bailiff services, and providing penalties.  This bill passed the Iowa House on March 7, 95-0 and the Iowa 

Senate on April 3, 49-0.      
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House File 133:  an Act relating to guardians ad litem, attorneys for minor children, child custody investigators, 

and child and family reporters involved in child custody and visitation proceedings.  This bill passed the Iowa 

House on February 14, 98-0 and the Iowa Senate on April 3, 49-0.      

  

House File 183:  an Act relating to service of copies of court documents on certain persons relating to the receipt 

of emergency protective services by a dependent adult.  This bill passed the Iowa House on February 14, 98-0 and 

the Iowa Senate on April 3, 49-0.      

  

House File 202:  an Act relating to the solid waste environmental management systems program and 

beautification grants.  The bill passed the Iowa House on February 14, 98-0 and the Iowa Senate on April 3, 49-0.    

  

House File 218:  an Act increasing the maximum allowable length for single trucks operated on the highways of 

this state. This bill passed the Iowa House on February 22, 99-0 and the Iowa Senate on April 4, 50-0.      

  

House File 241:  an Act concerning the administration of the duties of the county Commissions of Veterans 

Affairs.  This bill passed the Iowa House on February 22, 99-0 and the Iowa Senate on April 6, 49-0.      

  

House File 254:  an Act relating to tagging requirements for deer carcasses and including penalties.  This Heartsill 

authored bill (HF36) passed the Iowa House on February 14, 98-0 and the Iowa Senate on April 6, 49-0.      

  

House File 306:  an Act relating to the requirements for nurse aide training and testing programs.  This bill passed 

the Iowa House on March 14, 93-0 and the Iowa Senate on April 4, 50-0.      

  

House File 307:  an Act relating to the procedures for granting a water works or sewer services franchise by a city 

and including effective date provisions.  This bill passed the Iowa House on February 22, 99-0 and the Iowa 

Senate on April 3, 49-0.      

  

House File 309:  an Act relating to certificates of insurance, including penalties and effective date and applicability 

provisions.  This bill passed the Iowa House on February 22, 99-0 and the Iowa Senate on April 4, 50-0.      

  

House File 467:  an Act including law enforcement communications systems within the scope of state 

communications included in the Iowa Communications Network.  This bill passed the Iowa House on March 8, 99-

0 and the Iowa Senate on April 3, 49-0.      

  

House File 469:  an Act relating to the election of commissioners of soil and water conservation districts.  This bill 

passed the Iowa House on March 13, 95-0 and the Iowa Senate on April 6, 49-0.      

  

House File 488:  an Act relating to non-substantive code corrections.  This bill passed the Iowa House on March 

14, 91-2 and the Iowa Senate on March 23, 47-0.      

  

House File 511:  an Act relating to the administration of the state forest nurseries.  This bill passed the Iowa 

House on March 13, 95-0 and the Iowa Senate on April 6, 49-0.      
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House File 529:  an Act providing for conformity with federal law relating to civil penalties for violations of the 

state occupational safety and health law and including effective date provisions.  This bill passed the Iowa House 

on March 13, 95-0 and the Iowa Senate on April 3, 49-0.      

  

House File 547:  an Act relating to background investigations conducted by the Department of Human 

Services.  This bill passed the Iowa House on March 14, 93-0 and the Iowa Senate on April 3, 49-0.      

  

House File 576:  an Act relating to background investigations of individuals employed through temporary staffing 

agencies with certain health care providers.  This bill passed the Iowa House on March 21, 97-0 and the Iowa 

Senate on April 6, 49-0.      

 

House File 584:  an Act concerning the duties of the Department of Veterans Affairs relative to veteran exposure 

to Agent Orange.  This bill passed the Iowa House on March 14, 93-0 and the Iowa Senate on April 6, 49-0.      

  

House File 591:  an Act relating to physician supervision of physician assistants, and including effective date and 

retroactive applicability provisions.  This bill passed the Iowa House on March 15, 95-0 and the Iowa Senate on 

April 4, 50-0.      

  

Senate File 230:  an Act concerning payment of insurance premium costs by members and full-time employees of 

the general assembly and including effective date and applicability provisions.  This bill passed the Iowa Senate 

on February 13, 50-0 and the Iowa House on April 4, 98-0.      

 

Senate File 257:  an Act relating to bass fishing in the state.  This bill passed the Iowa Senate on March 1, 50-0 and 

the Iowa House on April 3, 96-0.      

  

Senate File 358:  an Act relating to search warrants, by allowing an application for and the issuance of a search 

warrant by electronic means, and allowing for the written inventory of any property seized to be filed with the 

clerk of the district court, and including effective date provisions.  This bill passed the Iowa Senate on March 9, 

48-0 and the Iowa House on April 3, 96-0.      

  

Senate File 439:  an Act relating to the disposal or return of certain notices and certificates filed or recorded 

during certain periods of time.  This bill passed the Iowa Senate on March 15, 49-0 and the Iowa House on April 4, 

98-0.           

  

Senate File 462:  an Act relating to the transfer of moneys collected by the Office of the Chief Information Officer 

for furnishing certified abstracts of drivers’ operating records.  This bill passed the Iowa Senate on March 9, 48-0 

and the Iowa House on April 3, 96-0.           
  

Senate File 472:  an Act relating to snowmobile registration and use of moneys from the special snowmobile 

fund.  This bill passed the Iowa Senate on March 13, 49-0 and the Iowa House on April 3, 96-0.           

  

Senate File 479:  an Act relating to the performance of educational services by licensed dental hygienists.  This bill 

passed the Iowa Senate on March 13, 49-0 and the Iowa House on April 3, 96-0.      
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Civil asset forfeiture is a legal process that allows law enforcement officials to seize property suspected of having been 

involved in certain criminal activity.   Any property that has been used to facilitate a crime; furnished in an exchange that is 

a crime; or the proceeds of a crime is subject to seizure and eventual forfeiture. 

In fact, the owner of the property doesn’t even need to be guilty of a crime.  Technically speaking, civil asset forfeiture 

proceedings charge the property itself with criminal involvement. 

Civil forfeiture is intended to provide law enforcement with a tool they can use to go after organized crime, specifically drug 

traffickers.  The justification for this practice is predicated on the grounds that it allows law enforcement to seize the assets 

and ill-gotten gains of criminals and, in turn, use the property and proceeds to fight against other similar criminal activity.  

For the most part, civil forfeiture laws have been very successful in cracking down on drug trafficking and other serious 

organized crime.  However, there have also been numerous cases, throughout the U.S., where civil forfeiture has been 

employed in lesser degrees of suspected criminal activity. 

Since the burden of proof for forfeiture of property is lower, the accused could be completely innocent and yet have 

property forfeited without appropriate due process.  In many of these low-profile cases, the legal cost to prove innocence 

and reclaim seized property greatly exceeds the value of the property. 

For example, if you are someone who has $1000 in cash seized because of suspected illegal activity, it is more than likely, 

you will have far more than that invested in legal fees to prove your innocence and reclaim your property.  This results in 

many folks choosing not to fight it. 

In this instance, the accused is essentially considered guilty until they are able to prove their innocence.  That is a problem 

in our criminal justice system.  Earlier this week, I floor managed Senate File 446 in the Iowa House to make necessary 

changes to our civil asset forfeiture law in order to remedy this situation. 

In summary, SF 446 does the following: 

¶ Prohibits forfeiture of seized property valued less than $5000, without a criminal conviction  

¶ For property valued above $5000, the standard of proof required for asset forfeiture is increased from 

“preponderance of evidence” to “clear and convincing” 

¶ Requires a claimant to make a prima facie showing, which places the burden of proof on the prosecutor 

¶ Requires a proportionality review of the property that is to be forfeited 

¶ Requires law enforcement to document certain records related to asset forfeiture, creating more transparency  

As someone who is a strong advocate for our men and women in law enforcement, I want to be clear that the intent of this 

legislation is NOT to cast a negative light on our law enforcement agencies that conduct their duties with the utmost 

professionalism. To be clear, I look for any opportunity to provide law enforcement with the constitutional tools that are 

necessary to perform their duties with an emphasis on efficacy and safety. 

At the same time, we must also ensure our laws are constructed in such a way that preserves and protects the 

constitutional rights and civil liberties of our citizens, especially with regards to due process.  SF 446 is a positive step 

forward in striking that balance. 

This legislation not only received near unanimous support in the Iowa Legislature, it also enjoyed a broad base of 

support from both sides of the political spectrum.  I am proud to have played a role in moving it on to the Governor’s 

desk for his consideration. 

Reforming Civil Asset Forfeiture 
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The Iowa fuel tax rate for gasoline will change on July 1, 2017.  All other Iowa fuel tax rates will remain the 

same.  Please refer to the tables below for all applicable tax rates per gallon of fuel. 

 

Rate Changing on 7-1-17 

Fuel Type Current Rate New Rate Effective 7-1-17 

Gasoline $0.307 $0.305 

 

Rates Not Changing on 7-1-17 

Fuel Type Current Rate 

Alcohol $0.290 

Ethanol Blended Gasoline $0.290 

E85 $0.290 

Diesel (biodiesel B10 and lower) $0.325 

Biodiesel B11 or Higher $0.295 

Aviation Gasoline $0.080 

Aviation Jet $0.050 

Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) $0.300 

Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) $0.325 

Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) $0.310 

 

Please note that claims for fuel tax refunds must be calculated using the correct rates based on the date of 

purchase. The telephone refund system will be updated with the new tax rate.  The system will calculate 

refunds using the correct tax rate for the invoice dates given. Therefore, separate refund claims must be 

filed for invoices dated prior to July 1, 2017 as well as those dated on or after July 1, 2017. 

 

 

 

 

The Iowa Egg Council is taking nominations during the month of April for their first ever “Most Egg-Cellent 

Omelet Contest”.  Anyone may nominate an omelet from an Iowa restaurant (via mail or email) by 5 pm on 

May 1st.    
 

Download the entry form at http://iowaegg.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Iowa%E2%80%99s-Most-Egg-

cellent-Omelet-Contest-Entry-Form-.pdf  
 

To mail entry form: 

“Iowa’s Most Egg-cellent Omelet” 

Iowa Egg Council 

8515 Douglas Ave., Suite 9 

Urbandale, IA 50322 

Iowa Fuel Tax Rate Change Effective July 1, 2017 

Iowa Egg Council Searching for “Egg-Cellent Omelet” 

http://iowaegg.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Iowa%E2%80%99s-Most-Egg-cellent-Omelet-Contest-Entry-Form-.pdf
http://iowaegg.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Iowa%E2%80%99s-Most-Egg-cellent-Omelet-Contest-Entry-Form-.pdf
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Iowa’s popular Outdoor Journey for Girls workshop is now accepting reservations. The following 

dates/locations are available: 

ü June 14-16 at Dolliver State Park, south of Fort Dodge 

ü July 11-13 at Hickory Hills, southwest of La Porte City 

ü  Aug. 2-4 at Clover Woods Camp and Retreat, northwest of Madrid.  
 

Outdoor Journey for Girls is a three-day, two-night workshop aimed at introducing outdoor skills to girls ages 

12–15 in a supportive, learning environment where they have opportunities to try things hands-on. Outdoor 

skills offered include canoeing and water safety, fish and wildlife identification, archery, firearm safety, basic 

shooting, furbearers, fur harvesting, fishing, preparing the catch, conservation and management, outdoor 

gear & survival, orienteering and compass reading and game care.  Participants can earn their hunter 

education certification. 
 

Space is limited and early registration is encouraged. Registration fee is $150 and full or partial scholarships 

are available from Iowa Pheasants Forever chapters and other conservation organizations. Registration 

forms, and chaperone and sponsorship opportunities, are available at http://www.iwinr.com. 

 

 

 

 

The Iowa State Fair has put out the call for anyone who would like to take part in this year’s theme, “Nothing 

Compares to State Fair Thrills,” by decorating a State Fair ferris wheel cement statue. This year the Fair will be 

showcasing a limited number of 3 ¼ foot tall Iowa State Fair ferris wheels to celebrate the grand opening of new 

ride areas called Thrill Parks. 
 

 Individuals, clubs, companies, families, friends, school groups and more are invited to submit their own designs 

for these statues by May 15. To enter, submit a written description and drawing of your proposed design. Entry 

forms can be downloaded from the Iowa State Fair website: http://www.iowastatefair.org/participate/fairtime-

contests/.   Designs that are chosen will be notified by June 1st. 
 

A panel of judges will award prizes for completed statues based on originality, creativeness and overall look in 

both the professional and novice divisions. Participants will be judged in the “professional” category if 25 percent 

or more of their income comes from graphic design or art. All winners receive a prize package including an Iowa 

State Fair plaque, admission tickets, parking and more. The first, second and third place winners also receive 

$150, $100 and $50 cash prizes, respectively. Winner’s names will be displayed during the Fair. 
 

Send entries to:  

Tonya Cook, Special Events Director 

Iowa State Fair 

PO Box 57130 

Des Moines, Iowa 50317-0003 

By email: tcook@iowastatefair.org 

Registration Open for Popular Workshop 
 

Decorate Your Own Piece of State Fair History 
 

Questions?  

Contact Tonya Cook at 515-262-3111, ext. 215. 
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Now that spring is here, celebrate the warmer weather by spending a weekend at the Iowa State Fair 

Campgrounds. Campsites are available now through mid-July. Campers are welcome on a first-come, first-served 

basis. 

 

In addition, the Iowa State Fair is currently seeking qualified personnel to serve as Campground Host from April – 

October. The paid Campground Host position includes one free campsite during the camping season as well as 

during the 2017 Iowa State Fair. If interested, call 515-262-3111 ext. 213. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Iowa Arts Council is promoting a free 

grants writing workshop on Sunday, April 

23rd in Iowa City. 

 

The James Gang will present information on 

grant writing and hold a working session for 

non-profits to work together to craft 

language for grant applications and share 

information and experience. 

 

Veronica O'Hern with the Iowa Arts Council 

will provide insight into writing and 

submitting an arts grant and discuss what 

characteristics differentiate a strong 

proposal from a weak one.  

Lucas Benson of the Iowa Music Project will 

discuss how the grant the IMP received from 

the Iowa Arts Council allowed the IMP to 

officially launch as an organization, and 

lessons learned from the process. 

 

 A conversational Q&A will give participants 

a chance to dig into the nuances of the 

process. 

 

 

 

State Fair Campground News 
 

Grant Writing Presentation 
 

To register: 

https://www.facebook.com/events/278339345944640/ 

https://www.facebook.com/iowamusicproject/
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Tuesday was McDonald’s Legislative Lunch at the Capitol Rotunda.  I 

had the opportunity to visit with Ronald McDonald and Knoxville and 

Pella McDonald’s owner Cara Van Steenis (pictured at left).  They 

shared with me some impressive statistics for McDonald’s economic 

footprint in Iowa from last year.  McDonald’s continues to support Iowa 

growers and producers by purchasing over $187 million annually across 

the state. That is $89 million of pork, $71 million of eggs, $25 million of 

corn and soybeans, $1 million of oats, and $525K of beef!! 

 

Thursday morning, Governor 

Branstad signed House File 517.  A 

large group of supporters and 

legislators were on hand to 

witness this multifaceted Second 

Amendment legislation being 

signed into law.  There will be 

more information in next week’s 

newsletter to detail what the bill 

does and does not do. 

 
 

 
 

 

Due to the unpredictability of the remainder of the Session, I have not scheduled any additional town hall 

forums. Look for my End-of-Session Wrap Up in towns around the District to be posted on my personal website 

www.heartsillforiowa.com  or in this newsletter section in subsequent editions. You know that if you are unable 

to attend any of my forums, you may also contact me at 641-218-0185 or greg.heartsill@legis.iowa.gov. 

   

If you have a group that is coming to the Capitol, please let me know so that I am able to arrange some time to 

visit with you and arrange a tour.   If you would like to watch us online in the House Chamber, please go to: 

http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?category=billinfo&Service=livevideo 
 

If you know of anyone that would like to be added to my newsletter list, please use the following link: 

 http://listserv.legis.iowa.gov/scripts/wa.exe?SUBED1=REPRESENTATIVE_HEARTSILL&A=1 
 

It is a great honor to represent you in Iowa House District 28.  Happy Easter weekend! 

Getting Around the District… 
 

From Inside the Chamber 
 

http://www.heartsillforiowa.com/
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?category=billinfo&Service=livevideo
http://listserv.legis.iowa.gov/scripts/wa.exe?SUBED1=REPRESENTATIVE_HEARTSILL&A=1

